Griffith Club of America

February 3, 1975
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Griffith Lovers,

We're on the road again, now as a team we can get togethér and work together
to make this Club a success as it was in the past and even improve it in the
future.

In the past we have had great meets, tours and parties with happy Griffith
owners exploding with interest in other members cars, seeing friends we met
at other meets, getting ideas together and helping others in their cax
problems.

We have had Griffith Factory Representatives such as Mr. Jack Griffith, the
president and manufacturer of the Griffith, talk to us for a complete day at
our annual meet at Lime Rock, while the girls were together with lovely Mrs.
Griffith for an informal fun filled time. It was so great to see everybody
standing all around Jack Griffith shooting questions at him from all angles
with a panorama of colorful Griffiths from all over just enjoying a beautiful
sunny New England weekend at the Races.

Mr. Leu Shultz was the guest of honor at the last annual meet, now represent-
ative for T.V.R. Cars of America and former Griffith Factory Shop Manager . .
He answered all our questions about the factory, our cars and etc. He was
very inf@mative and patient. Mr. Shultz stood with all the members in the
beating sun and held 200 percent of our interest.

Mr. Shultz has offered us a Club discount with T.V.R. Cars of America. He
thought he could get us a 25% discount on some parts. I did get at letter
from him stating "P.V.R. will offer a 10% discount to members. Please ask
them to advise our Parts Department when they phone in for a part." This
discount does help us. Mr. Shultz personally presented a prize to the
"most original! best looking Griffith and to the member coming the longest
distance to the meet.

Among the other meets last year, George DeStefano put on a fantastic time
at the beautiful DeStefano home at Barrington, R. I., near Cape Cod, which
was a great success including newspaper coverage, fantastic food cooked by
his father, former Senator from R. I. Fifty people or more attended this
meet including George's brother who was once a wrench for King & Marshall,
AA/Fuel Dragster. It was topped off by beautiful weather, pretty girls,
beautiful cars and an unscheduled "Bonzi Run" which blow everyones mind.

We also had a great time at the home of Joe Kelly on the New Jersey shore. .
good food and friendly people. We stayed inside most of the day because of

the weather which made it very much like a party. The view of the Manhatten
Island, N. Y., was nice. This is where we meet Francis Camorozzi who drove

from Rome, N. Y. in his clean 200 and also met John and Mrs. Ferguson.
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We had a beautiful meet at Dr. Bob Rapisarda's mountain top home in
Wilbraham, Ma. the view was breathtaking and peaceful. Bob cooked
cheeseburgers and hot dogs, had plenty.of soda, beer and salads and
most of all a real good time. Jack Anderson came with his clean red

400 with a reading of 90,000 miles, you wouldn't believe this car, but

I see it almost everytime I go to Watkins Glen and that is quite a drive
for Jack, maybe 7 hrs. one way. Jack carries all of his camping gear in
this little Griffith, big tent, chairs . . .

What about the time at Gillette"s Castle, Haddam, Ct., high over the
Connecticut River! This was the last meet Randy and Marcia Hartigan
came in their red 200, needing lots of T.L.C. Lt. Randall and family
was there also. Dick bought his 200 new in Baltimore, Md. and has

had it every since even though he has moved around some being in the
service and all . . thats devotion and we all know it isn't the
family car. This was the meet also where we met Foster Crippens for
the first time. He is one of our most active members and attends our
annual meets faithfully even though he lives in Roseland, Fla. I hear
Foster is going to host Dean Pallas for a stay in the Florida sunshine.
Foster has a L0OO Griffith with an awful rough idling engine . . After
checking it he found it had a roller cam, so the rough idle was put
back! TFoster's car has a crome undercarriage. I can verify that the
center chuck is drome because I had it on my living room caxpet, it
was like a jewel.

We are happy to report Randy and Marcia's 200 has been completely
disassembled, checked and replacements made when necessary. The rear
axle ratio had been changed from salsbury L:30 to 1, to 3:5l to 1 with
new %hocks and éprings. Randy replaced one frame tube on nose that was
dented. He took it off a wrecked T.V.R. and also instarlled the front
stabilizer bar which was missing. He has had lots of glass work done to
bring th® "Original Griffith" back from it's modified appearance. Randy
painted everything before reassembling — looks real nice. Now it is
ready for paint and upholstery.

In John Iloff's garage we find John putting in a new hi-performance clutch
and pressure plate, new shifter, new bellhousing and throwout bearing.
John has super sanitized the complete engine compartment while he had
engine out and replaced a lot of pieces with chrome ones.(You don't have
to take engine out to replace clutch.) Recently, John instelled a 271 hi-
performance Cam and Kit, screwed in studs, cobra intake and duel feed
holly and hi-performance duel point distributor . . it makes a hell of a
difference. John also had the wheel hubs machined to a Ford bolt pattern
and installed Crager Wheels. That little silver 200 looks good John,

Dr. Rapisarda is redoing his beautiful, plush LOO Griffith. Bob's car is

the Ferrari of the Griffiths. It has diamond tufted upholstery done in

saddle tan. He had a lot of polished stainless pieces made for the car.

To explain this car would take hours. Doc is working on his Griffith when not
studing. Bob went back to college to specialize in children's Dentistry,
there must be a name for that . . «

Brent Jacobsen's 200 is about complete. Brent bought the car partly restored
from the Boston area. The car was gutted but that doesn't stop a real car
buff like Brent. He has a large collection of Automobiles some real early-
like 1910 ox so.
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George DeStefano's white 4OO has been pampered through a complete
cleanup - this car is "concours."

Chuck Voboril is bringing his recently purchased 200 back. This car
had a straight rear in it, 1957 Chevrolet or 1957 Pontiac, but he is
installing a salsbury rear now.

I would like to have Griffith Owners call or send a card to keep me
informed as to what is going on in their garage . . If you have anything
to contribute to help others, any small tip or major information, please
send it along.

I have been offered help from John Iloff and George DeStefano to put out

the Griffith Club newsletter every two months. George will be able to help with
Genuine Ford Parts. He is parts manager at DeStefano Ford and will work on

the technical page of the newsletter. John will coordinate and help to

answer letters through the newsletter so everyone will know what is going on.

I would like to see you people get together in your own districts for meets

of your own. Lots of our members can not be at all the meets because not all of
the members are in the New York, New Jersey, Connecticut areas. Many are in
Ohio, Pa. and etc. Than as a unit, we can meet annually at Lime Rock, Labor
Day weekend, If your area wants to host a meet, many of us will attend.

Brent Jacobsen is looking into rear windows for $60 more or less = =he will
report back . «

Randy Hartigan is working on patches. We might have them by spring.

Does anyone have pictures of some early 200's. I have no. 006 and
would lilge to see a back view, engine view, and interior view for reference.
Did they just have "powered by Ford" on the back or Series 200 with it? Also,

need pletime—oE side vent.

We would like to hear about your happe nings, so write or phone either:

Bob Mariani

32 Blood St.
Lyme, Ct, 06371
203-434~-85LL

George Destefano

15 Pinetop Rd.
Barrington, R. I. 02806
1,01-2L6-0397

John Iloff
01d Pequot Trail
Pawcatuck, Ct. 02891

203-535-2811 / L 7/,;1/
v
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/ARTS & ASSISTANCE

TVR CARS OF AMERICA, LTD.
29 New York Avenue
Huntington, N.Y. 11743

(516) 423-6333
Jerry Sagerman has many parts
in stock to fit youeSEriffiths

MIKE'S AUTO IMPORTS
3306 Bridge Avenue
Point Pleasent, N.J.

(201) 295-9530
Mike DeLisa has experience,
advice ‘and parts for your
Griffith. Availiable now
200 & 400 bonnets. Body
panels and Salisbury rear
end plates coming soon.
Mike also has many new and
used imported parts. Paint
and fiberglass repairing
availiable.

08742

DAYTON WHEEL PRODUCTS,
2326 E. River -Road
Dayton, Ohio 45439
(513) 294-2606
Ed Williams will be happy to
help you with rebuilding and
restoring you®# wire wheels.
Dunlop and Dayton wires in
stock.

INES

DeSTEFANO FORD SALES, INC.
231 County Road
Barrington, R.TI.
(401) 245-5600
George DeStefano will be happy
to help members with parts and

service.

02806

INSURANCE

J«C. TAYLOR, INC.

8701 West Chester Pike
Upper Darby, Pa. 19082
Insurance for antique and
classic automobiles. (See
Hemmings Motor News for
appliegtion.)

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

AUTOS

1965 Griffith Series 200, orange/black,
nice shape. Trade for Cobra, Pantera or
will sell outright.

George DeStefano, 15 Pinetop Road,
Barrington, R.I. (401) 246-0397.

PARTS

PARTS WANTED

The classified section is open to all
Griffith members. If you want to sell
or purchase any item, send your ad to
George DeStefano, 15 Pinetop Road,
Parrington, R.T. 02806

* ALL ADS DUE BY THE 15th
OF THE PRECEDING MONTH *




HENBERS : :
First let me introduce myself, my name is John Ihloff and on behzlf of
Bob Marianl, George DeStefano and through the best interest of the club we

are going to be putting together a three part newsletter every two months,
This is so we can keep the members informed of club activities, coming even]
rember inguiries, and a technical section, This will include parts anyone
might have for sale or needioco, s

The sole intention of the newmsletter is to try 2nd hold everyones?®
interest in Griffiths. We Also want to establish a stronger communication
between our members, I would like to get the ball rolling about any
Griffiths that might be for sale.

We will be getting a 207 discount on parts from TVR in New York. This
was. pulled together at our last meet in Lyme Rock thanks to Bob Mariani,
In The near future each member will receive a membership card, This will
be needed in order toc cobtain the discount from TVR because they will have a
1ist of all menbers.

I have been checking about the possibility of getting headers made for c
cars., I nave talked personally to the owner of Tubular Automotives in-
llassachusetts, He has donegl5 header systems in the past years to £it.
Griffiths. He has agreed to help us out if the order consists of 15 sets orx
nore-at the cost of aboutf165,00. This will include the complete system frc
head to rear, using my car as a template to make up the proper jigs.

Anyone interested in a complete header system for their 200 or 400 Griffith
please send me a money order for5165.00 as soon as possibles  Asicsoon as T
get the 15 orders I will bring my car to Tubular Automotives so they can prc
with: The work, The work will take about two weeks to complete. We can be ..
assured of quality workmenship because they are a very vepubtable coupany, F
sure To send your complete address with your money order. If there sore

any questions please contsct me, John Ihloff, at 01d Pequot Trail, Pawcatuck
Connectbioul, 02891 -ex-eall ab {283) 535~2811,

So until the next newsletter in March lets get into high gear and

ceep our. club zelive, =" Arter aid i Hhats o Griffith without a good.club Tto +
teep them rolling?"® : :

v
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Jack Anderson ; ike Deliisa
63 South Main St. ' /o Mike's Auto Imports
Gardenér, Mass. . 2306 Bridge Ave.

Point Pleasent, N.J. 08742

G Y

Robert A. Baers

g Cline 5t # George DeSiefano
Norwalk Ohio 44857 15 Pinetop Road
B i ncton, (R.1. 02906//”’”_‘ """""""" N -
Harold Baker - ¢ Z200-5-050 ; HOD 4o-045 oo -S-13%8 FoTbL-
23 Arr-3. Michael C. Dodson LR fe e .
Angolia7 Indiana 8iv> hooqfoHd Blame - ot s
Balblmore, %Q. 21207
;Davxq Barrls> . |
18:Beach St. z W ?] @ZC Dodson.
Cranford, N.J. 07016 25 Hampton Apts.
# RO 5O Canton, N.C. 28716
Walt Bartels _ .
570 Monroe Ave. John Doran
‘Kenilworth, N.J. 07033 728 Truman Ave.
' Albuquergue, N.M. 87110
- Robert Belof
28 Compt,Pl. wWalt ey Dualey
West Hartford, Conn. 847 W. Clarendon
o & Phoenix, Arizona 85013
. Edward Brewer
49- Alpine Knoll .- A John Ferguson
Fairport, N.Y. e - P.O. Box 780 . :
' i Turnersville, N.J. 08012
Jgeff Burnett #4400 S o026
South Street - ‘ H.R. Fredericks
Middlebury, Conn. B Eox 217 .
3 warren, Vermont 05674
Francis Cannarozzi : .
6428 Pillmore Dr. Neil Gannon 2 : ; a -
Rome, N.g; 13440 uvo-ﬁSﬁfA~UQCQ_HQmﬁhL§ad Yo e Da.
' : SERs 1. 33030 ,- - ﬂ’flc:}t)uu\;u ‘“:‘L‘JC c B2
Jerry Chambers Sr. : /
3100 Elman Court : Mark Cates
Middletown, Ohioc 45042 BN S crost Bri-Apb.-C :
Manhatten Beach, Calif. 90266
Robert Ccollins : _ ¥
23 ‘Drive-In Trailer Parh Robert C. Gigous
Greton, SO 06340 - 73 Tourth St. 5
L3 Waukesha, Wisc. 53186
"Walter Contrell ' kot
1111 Terrace Drive Dan Goor
Napa,.Calif. 94558 67 Green St.
Brookline, Mass. 02146
Foster Crippens Jr. : e
c/o Frog Leg Ranch - Rev. Sidney Griffith
P.O. Box 278 g 111 Culver Road
Roseland; Fla. 32957 Rochester, N.Y. 14620
oo 657
Wilfred Cushing George Hager
c/o Beisaws Garage Williesms St.

Route 4 New London, Conn.
North Jay, Maine 04262 : : :

s i e T i
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Michael Haggarty -« Tena-Martel e e
1040 S. Van Buren ; £ plum St. : :
Green Bay. Wisc. 5430% - ilton, Mass. 01982

Kirk Handauer Martin F. McCabe

3917 Chatham Road 3901 Locust Walk Apt. 1906
endicott City, Md. 21043 Box 760 : :
Philadelphid, Pa. 19104

Frank Hamilton
c/o Frank's Arco ' Stan McDhonald
Route 125 , 255 Rich Road
pPlaistow, N.H. park Forest, I1l. 60466
Bama Hapt .. . Fred Miller
2607 West Genessee St.- 1099 Ridge Road
Syracuse, N.Y. Onterio, N.Y.i 14519
Randy Hartigan Jay Miller
pushy Hill Road 1206 New Brunswick Ave.
Winthrop: , pPiscataway, N.J.
Deep River, Conn. :

< Steve Morgan
Gekin Thlioff 208 North Lee St.
01d Peguot Trail _ Alexandria, Va.

pPawcatuck, Conn.
- . John Muller

Bill Julius : gc/o Laissez Fair Books
230 Wallace Ave. gr 208A Mercer Street

~ Leechburg, Pa. 15656 New York, N.Y. 10012 ..
Ken Kelly - : Robert Murphy
333 south St. P eurtis hve. ;
Morristown, N.J. 07960 .~ Scituate, Mass. 02066
Joe Kelly \xﬁike NiBali

28 Oberlin St. ' 2319 0ld Frederick Road
Maplewodd, N.J-. ‘ Baltimore, Md. 21228

- . 2005126 oo6olE ¥4005020

Robert Krzys _ Dean Pallas
P CisBoxe-L71 . 164 Vernon Ave.
425 South Wabash Ave. ~ Vernon, Conn-. 06066

Chicago, Ili. 60605
' : Harold G. Palmer

Harold Leddy 3934 Pestana Way .
33 Williams St. Livermore, Calif. 94550
Mt. Vernon, N.Y. 10552 L i ;
2 ' Richard Pastick Jr. -

Michael Magee 124 Henry St. ¢
2928 Martins Drive Hartford, Conn. 06114
Dayton, Ohio 45449 ? g

5 : , TOoNny piolunek
Robert Mariani - Lake View Ave.

32 Blood St. Rocky Hill, Conn. 06067
G . dame, - CoONll. -
: ‘Barry Pizzano
\pDan Marshall : 4 Crest Mer

e Terrace
40 West Granada Ave. : Highland Hills
Lindenhurst, N.Y. 11757 Pittston, Pa.

#3007
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% Staten Island,

Rick Pompilii

66 Morris Lane

Willingford, Pa. 19806
4

.Steven W. Raab

34 Patterson Read

Hampton, Conn. 06578

Richard Randall
65 Mallard Drive
Nautilus Park
Groton, Conn. 06340
Dr. Robert Rapisarda
24 springfield St.
Wilbraham, Mass.

Mike Rawlinson
5015 Edinborough
Apt. 613
Indianapolis, Ind.
Ted Reid

2626 Colonial Ave.

Erie, Pa. 16506

'Reginald A. Rotherray
1749 Nedith  Street :
Milwaukee, Wisc. 53208

Bill Ruotolo

+ 489 Lamaka Ave.

- N

Nl it

D.d .- Sassi
Box 147 Auburn Road
PennsgroVe, N.J.

W. Seifer
39 Harrison Ave.
Montclair, N.J.
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-David Shannon
GT r)h}\nrnn o
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John. T Shea>
604 Broad St.
Riverston, N.J. 08077
Mike Shogé"

10 Evergreen St.
Barrington, R.I. 02806

Tony Spagnolo

9631 Cinnamon Creek Drive

Vienna, Va. 22180
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A Josef Townsell
6531 Grove Road
By 3s@ inton,
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Tom Truden

-®
<

Calif. 96601

00068

Cnal sbone Ave.

Ohio 44216
AL0605F

c/o Truden Ford Sales

Beaseel, GConn.
TWR Cars of
29 New York
Huntingtor
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Grig Wassell
28-0ktis Street
Apt . B g
Manchester, Conne.
» Al Zinmner
908 Bay Stzest
Rechester, SN.VT 1
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