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3 The days were when a TVR was in .

fact A Smlﬂl-TVR or a Jones-TVR....
-.; or an anyone-wlio-had-the>courage-to-
4put -one-together-TVR. Those were the
good old pre-VAT days.
Nowadays TVRs are TVR- TVRs. ]
° Pure, unadulterated TVRs. .a!s,m“

Made-and-ﬁssembled-wnth-lov‘- ,@% fﬁ

-care-in-our-own-factory-TVRs
Seriously though, now kit ca
¥ no longer made at ous facto _ ,vﬁ'é-
3 ratlonallsee qur eﬁ'orts to praife
car whichese a4

maximum..So we’ll hav.e
to lavish your exc!usive,
all the love and attentien
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The TVR 3000M wﬂl glve you the

- superb performarice gnd handling that
only you would expect from it; and for 5

mile, after mile, after mile. .
And those miles will be spent in
the quiet comfort that only , Gubic - b
centimetres can bring.
There are no ‘extras’ to budget for
with the TVR 3000M. Everything is *
g#tandard —from the distinctive alidS*

fvhedls to the top quality radjo. -; i
_ But qjgau;se 1@ !%y ' ‘ s
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Since 1 last visited the TVR factory at
Blackpool, much progress has been made.
Previously, the small modern works, though
efficient, did not give sufficient space for
glassfibre body construction, which took place
inconveniently in truly rural surroundings
elsewhere. Now, a large extension has been
built and no time is wasted in moving assem-
blies between different workshops.

TVR, headed by Martin Lilley, are out to
prove that a small firm, by modern standards,
can be as efficient as a big one. Actually, the
Blackpool factory has an area of 40,000 sq ft,
which is ample for the present programme and
even for a moderate increase, though the inten-
tion is that the TVR shall always be a hand-
built car. The total workforce is 73 people,
including office staff, and the production is
450 cars per annum. This is an astonishing
result and proves that everybody concerned is
pulling his, or her, weight.

Some manufacturers of specialist sports cars
are frightened to try the more difficult foreign
markets. TVR aim to sell their cars to real
enthusiasts all over the world and are being
very successful in the USA, which has more
extreme safety and pollution requirements
than any other country.

In order to rationalise production, all chassis
and bodies are interchangeable, whether for
right-hand or left-hand drive. The Ford V6
engine of 3-litre capacity is standardised for
all markets except the USA, where a special
anti-pollution version of the Triumph 2.5-litre
in-line six, fitted with carburetters for this
application, is used., Again, these engines are
interchangeable.

A new chassis frame has recently been
designed by Michael Bigland and though it
follows the same basic principles as the
previous frame it is both more rigid and easier
to construct. The chassis are assembled on jigs
with CO, welding at the joints. The four main
tubes are of round section but some square
pieces are used, notably for the short uprights.

There are no moisture traps anywhere on

the chassis and they are painted all over with
Bostik underseal before the bodies are put
on. A residue of oil is left inside the tubes and
their ends are sealed, making corrosion im-
possible. The suspension parts are of TVR
manufacture and it is the policy of the firm
to make everything they can in their own
factory. Those parts which are obtained out-
side are held in unusually large gquantities, as
an insurance against disruption of production
flow by any supply problems.

The glassfibre bodies are constructed on
moulds and then go twice through the oven,
in which they reach a far higher temperature
than they will ever experience in tropical
sunshine. This inevitably releases some bubbles
which are dug out, filled, and hand finished.
There is a great deal of skilled hand work in
glassfibre body construction, but the team have
been at it for years and are real experts in
their own domain.

It is considered that specialists should be
employed in every field, and a high sense of
involvement in the building of the cars is
obvious when one chats to the men. As Martin

The new chassis, designed by Michael Bigland,

A visit to TVR

By JOHN BOLSTER

Bodies taking form in the moulding stage of manufacture.

Lilley said, “ The car is as good as the people
who put it together,” and with a hand-built
vehicle this is certainly true.

When the bodies are released from the
moulds, they are mounted on chassis, but these
are not the ones they will eventually clothe,
though they are identical except for the large
castors on which they are moved. It is curious
that the fine gloss finish given by the moulds

is more rigid and of simpler construction,

Completed TVRs — of which 60 per cent are exported, mostly to the USA.
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must be laboriously rubbed down, to provide a
key for the paint. The bodies are still on the
slave chassis when they are painted, a process
which is carried out under strictly controlled
conditions and with the complete exclusion
of dust. The bodies are finally finished before
they meet up with their own chassis, which are
by then running on their own wheels and
capable of being driven.

The light-alloy wheels have hitherto been
bought outside, but now TVR are to manufac-
ture their own. The machine shop is also to
be re-equipped, again with the object of mak-
ing more and more of the car in the factory.
Incidentally, these really are all-British
vehicles as no foreign parts are used.

Over 60 per cent of the production is going
abroad and though the USA is still the best
market, Britain’'s entry into the EEC has
caused a useful expansion in European sales.
There are now active concessionaires in Hol-
land, Germany, and Spain, while the appoint-
ment of a French agent is being negotiated.

In England, there is now no purchase tax
loophole as there used to be, and the products
of the smaller manufacturers are liable for
car tax and VAT. As the specialist car is no
longer cheap, it must-be at least as well made
and finished as those produced by the
industrial giants. Given that quality, there
will always be a demand for something really
different—a car none of the neighbours has
got. Automation may be wonderful but there
is a lot to be said for British craftsmanship.



Roadholding and handling of a very high order are the outstanding features of the TVR.

i

Tough TVR; excellent

road holding, but noisy

There has been a remarkable continuity in
the story of the TVR. In its fairly long
history, the firm has changed ownership more
than once but the product has always been
a sports two-seater coupé of compact overall
dimensions. Furthermore, the construction is
still based on a multi-tubular backbone,
enveloped in a glassfibre body.,

Of recent years ,the TVR has been aimed
at a wealthier clientele. Gone are the days
of the Kkit-car, the smaller-engined four-
cylinder models also having been abandoned.
A single chassis has been standardised, with
a new and stronger tubular frame, which
carries a Triumph straight-six engine for the
American market and a Ford V6 in England.
The Ford unit does not satisfy USA pollution
requirements but is approved for the Euro-
pean markets,

The 3:-litre Ford engine has its own gear-
box, with improved staging of the ratios. The
short propeller shaft is coupled to a Triumph
hypoid unit, which is lower geared (higher
numerical ratio) than the Capri rear axle,
but the bigger tyres of the TVR make the
effective gearing virtually identical. The
driveshafts to the rear hubs have plain
splines, as there is very little telescopic
movement,

Wishbone rear suspension is used, the
tubular links incorporating a screw adjust-
ment for tracking and shims for camber
setting, The LM25 light-alloy uprights carry
the outboard rear brakes, the suspension
medium being coil springs with telescopic
dampers. A rigid tubular box contains the
hypoid unit and carries the inboard pivots
of the wishbones. For the ultimate in road-
holding, a wishbone rear end is ideal, but
the assembly necessarily detracts from pos-
sible luggage space. This disadvantage is
reduced by placing the large spare wheel in
front of the engine, above the radiator. A
rankshaft-driven fan is aided by an auxiliary
electric component ahead of the matrix.

In front, the suspension is again by tubular
wishbones and coil springs, with rack and

pinion steering. The servo-assisted brakes,
with discs in front and drums behind, are by
Girling. The body is of glassfibre construction
of the highest quality, doubly heat-cured and
using Class 1 fire-resistant resin, The chassis
being abnormally rigid, the body is pulled
down on to it without being asked to con-
tribute to the stiffness of the structure,

The body is a two-seater with luggage
space and at present it is not too easy to
load heavy suitcases past the two bucket
seats with headrests. It is intended that
production cars shall have an opening rear
window for this purpose, rather like the
Jensen; the present folding roof is also to
be replaced by a detachable flush panel. The
equipment is particularly lavish, such things

by John Bolster

as the radio and the heated rear window
being standard.

Compared with the Capri, which has the
same engine, the TVR, being only a two-
seater, is naturally lighter., It also has a
3 in lower roofline, so the frontal area is
less, but its greatest advantage is the shape
of the nose, which gives a far easier penetra-
tion than the high, square front-end of the
Ford. These things add up to a 5 mph gain
in maximum speed and better acceleration
all the way up the scale,

Though the doors are not particularly wide
and the seats are low, it isgreasonably easy
to get into the car and thefdriving position
is excellent, with a good all-round view. The
pedals are properly arranged for heel and
toe and all the controls are well placed. The
acceleration is very vivid when the gears
are used, but the TVR also picks up rapidly
in top gear from quite low speeds. The lively
top gear performance and flexibility add
greatly to the pleasure of driving.

There is plenty of thick padding to reduce
under-bonnet sounds and the car is out-
standingly quiet mechanically. There is a deep
and subdued rumble from the exhaust, but
this is not noticeable inside the car; the
level of road and tyre noise is also remark-
ably low,

It is therefore a pity that the level of wind
noise at high speeds is objectionably elevated.
At an easy cruising speed of 110 mph, the
wind drowns all other sounds. Much of this
will disappear when the flush roof panel is
fitted but the window channels also require
modification. My other complaint concerns
the ventilation, for the well-placed eyeball
vents give a very inadequate delivery of
breathing air.

Roadholding and handling of a very high
order are the outstanding features of the
TVR. The cornering power is so high that
one goes faster and faster through the bends
as courage is gained. The ride is by no
means soft but the general comfort is very
satisfactory. Perhaps some owners might
prefer more yielding seats, though they give
good lateral location.

In spite of the short wheelbase, the
stability at maximum speed is truly excellent.
Neither bumps nor gusts of wind deflect the
car, which makes a long journey pleasant and
untiring. On sharp corners it is, of course,
possible to bring the tail out under power,
but in all other circumstances, the rear
wheels seem glued to the road.

The body is a two-seater with luggage space but production cars should have an opening rear
window for this purpose.




Road test

With a high maximum speed, outstanding
acceleration, and roadholding which encour-
ages one to exercise the full performance, the
brakes are inevitably called upon to do a
great deal of work. They never showed any
sign of wilting, however hard 1 drove, and
the characteristics of the suspension enabled
their full power to be used without any
drama.

The TVR 3000M is the best car which its
makers have ever produced. It is a direct
competitor with the Datsun 240Z, which is
the world’s best-selling sports car; indeed,
it probably has a slight edge on the Japanese
car as regards performance figures. It is one
of the few European sports cars to comply
with all the USA regulations and is the only
car so far to remain steerable after the 30
mph crash test at MIRA. It is an immensely
strong vehicle and it is totally immune from
corrosion, thanks to its method of con-
struction.

These are practical virtues, and so is the
surprisingly moderate fuel consumption, but
above all this is a real sports car that is a
delight to drive—a driver's car if ever there
was one

SPECIFICATION AND PERFORMANCE DATA

Car tested: TVR 3000M sports two-seater coupé, price
£2464 including car tax and VAT.

Engine : V&, 93.97 mm x 72.41 mm (2994 cc). Compression
ratic 8.9 to 1. 142 bhp (net) at 5000 rpm. Pushrod-
cperated overhead valves. Weber twin-choke downdraught
carburetter.

Transmission : Single dry plate clutch. 4-speed all-synchra-
mesh gearbox with central change, ratios 1.0, 1.41, 1.95
and 3.16 to 1. Hypeid final drive, ratic 3.45 to 1.

Chassis : Multi-tubular steel backbone chassis. Independent
suspension front and rear by double wishbones, coil
springs, and Armstrong welescopic dampers. Rack and
pinion steering. Girling servo-assisted disc front and
drum rear brakes. Aluminimum alloy wheels fitted
185-14 HR radiai ply tyres

Equipment : 12.velt lighting and starting. Speedometer
Rev-counter. OQil-pressure, water-temperature, and fuel
gauges, Voltmeter, Two-speed windscreen wipers and
washers. Heating, demisting, and ventilation system, with
heated rear window, Reversing lights, Flashing direction
indicators with hazard warning Cigar lighter. Radio.
Sunshine roof,

Dimensions : Wheelbase 7 ft & in. " Track 4 ft 5% in.
Overall dength 12 ft 10 in. Width 5 ft 4 in. Weight 1 ton
approximate'y.

Performance : Maximum speed 127 mph. Speeds in gears:
Third 91 mph. Second &5 mph First 41 mph. Standing
quarter-mile, 16.2 5. Acceieraticn @ 0-30 mph, 2.9 s. 0-50
?Spg. 5.6 s, 0-60 mph, 7.2 5, 0-80 mph, 14.2 s, 0-100 mph,

.0 s,

Fuel consumption : 20-25 mpg
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Tbe driving position (above) is excellent with all the controls well placed, although the vents

give a very inadequate delivery of air. In spite of the short wheelbase, stability at maximum

speeds is truly excellent, neither bumps nor wind gusts deflecting the car.
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Every single T.V.R.
is fitted with Avon textile radials
as original equipment.
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NORTHERN SPORTSCARS (scorron
M DISTRIBUTOR:“:O:G::E:::RN ENGLAND m

HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR “M" FOR AUGUST 18T

SALES SERVICE

ALWAYS A GOOD SELECTION OF NEW AND USED TVRs PLUS OTHER MAKES OF SPORTS-
CARS IN STOCK. INSTANT PART EXCHANGE VALUES GIVEN. INSURANCE AND HIRE
PURCHASE EASILY ARRANGED. DO NOT DELAY. TELEPHONE MR HEYLINGS TODAY FOR
INFORMATION AND DEMONSTRATIONS IN THE 3000M, CRYPTON ELECTRONIC TUNING
AND ON THE CAR WHEEL BALANCING AT

NORTHERN 'SPORTSCARS (SCORTON), SCORTON, RICHMIOND, YORKS.
Tel : OLD CATTERICK 613 and 402.

BARNET MIOTOR COMPANY LIMITED

Victoria Lane
Barnet, Herts
Telephone 01 440 8344/5/6

1973 TVR 3000M finished in special black cellulose with gold
coach lining and fitted 7" Woolferace wheels and low profile
wide tyres, sun roof, 8-track Quadraline stereo and heated
rear screen. Under 1000 miles, as new condition £2375

1973 TVR 3000M finished in sun beige and fitted heated rear
screen, alloy wheels. Under 3000 miles. Excellent condition
£2225

LONDON m DISTRIBUTORS GUARANTEED USED TVR’S

il

1972 TVR 2500M finished in two tone brown and fitted
Woolferace wheels, 8-track stereo and radio. 1 owner, 8000

1972 TVR 1600M finished in blue and fitted alloy wheels and
sun roof. 1 owner. Low mileage £1595

TVR 1600 S2 finished in Ralley flek red and silver with sun
roof and radio.

TVR 1600 S2 finished in Ralley flek blue and silver with alloy
wheels. 1 owner.

Tvndjsoo S3 finished in blue and grey, fitted sun roof, and
; radio.
We can offer late lAugust delivery on New TVR 3000

Ms. Our Demonstrator is available for test drives,
brochures sent on request. We can offer full TVR
service and crash repair facilities and carry a large

stock of TVR spares and operate a COD spares All the above cars carry a full 3 months comprehensive
: guarantee and are given a full service and check over in our

service. workshops before being sold. Telephone for further details.

TVR 1600 S1 finished in yellow and fitted wide wire wheels
and radio.

TVR 1600 $1 finished in red and fitted wire wheels.




TERRY HUNTER LTD.

AUTOMOTIVE SEATING MANUFACTURERS

ARE PROUD TO BE THE SOLE
SUPPLIERS OF SEATS TO TVR

TERRY HUNTER LTD,
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, MILDENHALL, SUFFOLK.
TEL: 0638 713540.

TACMATIC
ENGINEERING
(READING) LTD.

Are pleased to have been chosen
by m to be sole suppliers
of wiring harnesses for their
complete range, and we would
like to wish them every success

for the future.

Tacmatic Engineering (Reading) Ltd.

Commercial Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 860939

SHEFFIELD

n'd

3000 M
£2465

Early delivery, choice of colours

GINETTA N.E. DISTRIBUTORS

Demonstration cars available

A.B. GELDER AUTOS

247-251 London Road
and

220 Sharrowvale Road

Tel : Sheffield 53226

PHOENIX MOTORS

(Est. 1903)
The Green, Woodbury

TVR DISTRIBUTORS
in the South West
offer :

1972 1600M. ICarnival red. ISunshine roof. 1 owner.
8000 miles. Fully guaranteed ........................ £1550

Tel: Woodbury 43355
Any day, any time.

SOLE TVR DISTRIBUTORS
FOR SCOTLAND
RAEBURN CAR SALES

100 Raeburn Place, Edinburgh.
Tel : 031-332 8600/6528.

Demonstrations anywhere.
Finance, exchanges, insurance.




Caterham CarSales @ . @ TWVR

TVR DEALERS IN LONDON & THE SOUTH

We are the company famous
for the Lotus Seven and are
proud to be associated with
the new TVR. This

_ thoroughbred sports car is

- available for demonstration

t Hampstead and Caterham.

- TVR all good condition
sports cars wanted for cash

Selection of used TVR’s
available 1973 3000 M. 900
miles recorded, sun roof, radio,
heated rear window.

1972 2500M 7,000 miles recorded, sun

i - f. 1971 2500 sun roof, stereo, special
For Your 3000M Demonstration ey ’
Telephone: London - Brian Webb 01-794 9659 wheel. 1971/69 Vixen S3 and S2’s1600 c.c.,

Surrey - Adrian Thomas, Caterham 46666 Choice of 4.

LONDON: 142 Finchley Road, N.W.3. Tel: 01-794 9659 : CA‘I’E HHAM Town End, Caterham, Tel: 46666 fWorks 42381)
Directions: Just South of the M1 on the A41 into Londan, 100 yards from Finchisy Road Tube. ns : Just off A22 South of Purley. Telephone fram Caterham S.R. station for 1 ansport.

m Distributor LAGEY AND THOMPSON

The sportscar specialists

FOR EAST ANGLIA WEST COUNTRY DEALERS

FOR T.V.R.

BRIDGE MOTORS (BOCKING) - interhaE

London Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire.

BOCKING, BRAINTREE, ESSEX Tel : STROUD 2861,

TEL: BRAINTREE 140 or 141

Demonstrations anywhere Distributors for
west country

SEVERAL USED m IN STOCK
JEW MARSH PERFORMANCE CARS
m WEST WILTS TRADING ESTATE,
SCIME ViND oL Lies WESTBURY, WILTSHIRE.
THE FRIENDLY EXPERTS

Demonstrations by appointment.




ME MIKE BIGLAND SPORTSCARS

WORCESTERSHIRE
021-550 3923

EXCLUSIVELY |Y&d

For your 3000M TVR-TVR consult the

country's leading distributors

Expert attention for: SALES
SERVICE
SPARES

AUTOMOBILE & DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERS

“ GEOFF GEE
| . AUTOMOBILES
LANGROP Your @'gd dealer

for the North East

TVR 3000 M

M Series.
The range of 2-seater GTs for the discerning

Very special TVR 3000M. Finished in now in stock for delivery 1st August
black with Woolferace wheels, 195/70
tyres, heated rear screen and inertia Contact : Geoff Gee or lan Browning at
seat belts. New and unregistered. Can- . Newcastle upon Tyne 656522 or 812829
celled order, hence £2250, ex works.
LANGROP ( ANSTEY) LTD WALKER SERVICE STATION

- ) LTD. 1454-55 WALKER ROAD

Cropston Road, Anstey, Leicester

Tel: (053721) 3313072172 NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE




