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DROPTOPS FOR THE PEOPLE £25,000-PLUS

TVR TUSCAN SPEED
SIX vs MORGAN AERO 8

It's a battle of the Brits to find the hairiest,
lairiest open-top of them all - for £30k or so

Even in subdued metallic colours, a TVR Tuscan looks wild.
But here with its sculpted lines finished in Lamborghini
Arancio Atlas and contrasting black go-faster stripes, it’s
visual dynamite. A gextuplet of headlights, perforated front
grille and spectacularly rippled rear end lend it the look of a
genetically modified Griffith. But that's nothing compared

- to the elephant in the room — the Morgan Aero 8's bug-eyed
visuals. At launch, it received aright royal pummelling, with
2 certain BBC television programme’s presenter repeatedly
invoking Deliverance banjo music to cast aspersions on the
purity of its bloodline.

The Morgan Motor Company finally relented and, in
2007, redesigned the front end to incorporate forward-
facing MINI headlights, rather than the original inward-
looking Beetle items. So where does that leave it today?
Actually the Series-1's pre-laser correction aesthetics have
mellowed and it doesn’t appear as awkward as it once did. T
actually prefer it to the later cars, with its rare centre-lock
magnesium Oz alloys! says owner Lee Fulford. Towned one
and sold it, but immediately regretted it.

So, for once, the TVR appears to be having sand kicked in
its face. OK, it's not atrue convertible, but it's a targa. And
you could goona month-long tour of Europe and take along
enough clothes for two. And, lest we forget, it was the carin
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which Hugh Jackman and John Travolta mounted a guns
ablazing getaway in the 2001 heist thriller Swordfish.
It's exciting when you crank up that straight-six. The

TVR is ahead
'd ; . s

33:;] witha  gearchangeis satisfyingly chunky and at low revs there’s:
0-60mphtime  almost calming mechanical chuntering. Lay on the powel
g::: 15;8:,"1:; and there’s a visceral bellow, with instant throttle respon
maximum and 3101b ft of torque allowing this 1100kg to hurl you
:gizg't::::i - forward maniacally. Tm thinking of tweaking the exhaus
impressive, system,’ says owner Mark Brown. ‘As it's quieter than T'd
ia“:;gﬁ ‘l‘i);egit like. Only a TVR owner would say that with a straight fac
very loud. As anon-S, it has 360bhp, but it will still erack 0-60my

in 4.2sec, onits way to 180mph. With no driver aids, it's ¢

PARTS PRICES
Bonnet

Clutc lave cylinder
AP Racing twin plate clutch
Rear screen

_V\ﬂeel bearing

WHAT TO PAY A,

TVR TUSCAN SPEED SIX

» “You must check the Anderson
connector, says Dom Trickett of TVR
Power (powersperformance.co.uk).
They erode and the live wire falls onto
the chassis. Replacements cost £42!

‘» Chassis outriggers rust, and the area
around the catalytic convertors needs to
be checked as they burn out and blow
onto the steel tubing, causing it to rot.
There are more parts available now than
when TVR was trading.

» Improper servicing causes a lot of
issues. 'History is important, especially if
it’s had an engine rebuild. welll
recondition an engine for £5400 and
provide a three-year, unlimited mileage
warranty, or if the customer comes to us
for servicing for life, then it's five years
and 100,000 miles.

Concours
Good
yiable
Project

SPECIFICATIONS
Engine

Torque

Maximum speed

(_)-GOmph J T
Fuel consumption 7
Transmission RWD, five-speed
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DROPTOPS FOR THE PEOPLE

THE FINER POINTS

These eight convertibles are a million miles away from
your humdrum saloons and hatches. But it's the details
that will truly delight you — and here are the best bits

Light of your life
The Boxster's dash is a
delight to behold, with
overlapping gauges,
stylised script, and a
playfully curved bank of
warning lights.

A good fingering Let there be
The Mazda MX-5's Why make do with
exterior door handles pair of headlights
The big AP stoppers RN are among the most when six will do. Th
The Morgan's race- - i elegant units you'll TVR looks like the
developed brake discs and ever come across. devil's own work, a
calipers not only look They were inspired by it'll undoubtedly sc3
good, but have astenishing the delicate items small children.
stopping power. you'd find on 1960s

sports cars.

Parts bin joy
The MGF's interior is a
surprisingly cohesive piece of
design considering most of it
was sourced from elsewhere in
the Rover Group's portfolio.
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DROPTOPS FOR THE PEOPLE

The Modern Classics view
Never have drop-tops been so accomplished and, in some
cases, inexpensive. Each of our selected cars offers a
distinctive and heady experience, but the one you choose
will depend on budget, taste and personal preference. What
do you covet: get in and go reliability, relaxed cruising,
nut-job performance or badge-kudos?

The Tuscan, Aero 8 and VX220 Turbo are all fierce,
-gpecial-occasion cars. They'll excel at weekend blasts, road
trips or track days, but are alittle too compromised for
everyday use. The remainder of the mass-produced
Japanese, German and lone Brit offerings live up to their
accepted stereotypes with incredible reliability, Teutonic
build quality and quintessential links to a bygone era.

So which to go for? In the from-£1k shoot-out, both
choices have excellent spares back-up and club scenes, but
it has to be the MX-5, as it’s just so slick and enchanting,
The surprise is that the MGF isn’t that far behind,
especially when you factor in prices.

In the from-£4k German faceoff, both cars offer
exceptional build quality and stunning dynamics, but be
prepared to pay the parts prices. The Boxster S can behad
for silly money, it’s equivalent to a top-of-the-range BMW
and it's damned good. The clever money says the Porsche is
a great long-term bet and dynamically brilliant to boot.

At £10k, it's more difficult. These two are niche buys and
it's definitely down to what you want, The Honda is a fizzer
that'll still do the daily commute with aplomb, while the
VX220 Turbo is quite simply mad, bad and distinctly
dangerous to know. Factoring in investment makes this an
easy victory for Vauxhall.

At the top level, the best Aero 8 examples are
considerably pricier than equivalent Tuscans. Both cars
attract phenomenal levels of attention and reward you with
perfect heartrate-pounding, adrenaline-secreting ratios. No
matter the speed, the Morgan always feels assured, while
the TVR lives on a serrated knife-edge. Life’s short, so we'd
plump for the Tuscan, especially in that colour.

Overall winner? No doubt about it: the Mazda MX-5. It
never fails to elicit a smile, as it’s just a sweet, perfectly
balanced machine. Buy the earliest one you can find,
cherish it, and remember: top always down.

‘Each offers a distinctive
experience, but the one you
choose will depend on budget,
taste and personal preference’

Thanks
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